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s/' one of them told me, "I have heard that the
American Bahais are spreading the Cause very strenu-
ously, and every night, before going to bed I pray for
them from the depth of niy heart. I beg of God to re-
inforce them with the angels of the Kingdom and to sur-
round them with universal Confirmations."

2. "Mahmal" or the Holy Carpet

To-day "Mahmal" or the Holy Carpet was taken from
Alexandria to be carried to Mecca. It arrived from
Cairo and was paraded through the streets in a long
procession, before it reached the steamer. As the story
of "Mahmal" and its significance in the Mohammedan
world is very important, I will later devote a few pages
to its narration, so that our Western brothers and sisters
may have a clear conception in regard to it.

3. Abdul Baha Speaks to the Bahai Students before
Their Departure for College

In his farewell talk to the students, this morning at his
own house, the Master praised God that they had come.
For many days they have been here and with perfect
joy and fragrance they associated together. These days
passed in complete happiness. It is his hope that through
the favors of the Blessed Perfection, they may finish
their studies in the college of Beirut Let them rest as-
sured that they are confirmed Many people are like
unto sheep without a shepherd. They have no protector
and no defender. But the students are the sheep and the
Blessed Perfection is their Shepherd He is kind to His
flock. The majority of men are in great loss, but theirs
is the spiritual profit There are many who are retro-
grading, but they are progressing. Many trees are